
September 8, 2015 

A regular meeting of the Alta City Council was held on the above date in the Council Chambers of the 
Alta City Hall.  The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by Mayor Ron Neulieb with the following 
members present: Pam Henderson, Rob Hach, Molly Elston, Lee Meyer.  Absent:  Ron Chapman 
 
The agenda was approved on a motion by Henderson, seconded by Meyer, with all members voting Aye.   
 
The Aug. 3 and Aug. 19 minutes were approved on a motion by Hach, seconded by Henderson, with all 
members voting Aye.   
 
Mr. Geyer and Mr. Peterson were present to ask the Council if the City would work with the Industrial 
Corp. in taking down the building they purchased on Main St.  They would like to bring the wood 
product out to the City burn pile, and have the City apply for the open burn permit.  Currently, the City 
burn hole is just for branches and brush.  Hach motioned to have the City support the actions of the 
Industrial Corp and if a burn permit is needed, the City will take out the burn permit, seconded by 
Meyer, with all members voting aye.   
 
The City Council, Mr. Koth and the respective attorneys are still working through the negotiations of 
purchasing some land from the former West Links Golf Course.  The big question is if the City purchases 
the land, how would the City have access to it?  After much discussion about the current easements 
surrounding the area of interest, the Council decided to talk to an abutting property owner to see if they 
would be interested in giving the city an easement to access the land.  With no attorneys or Mr. or Mrs. 
Koth present, no formal decisions were made.   
 
Engineer David Doxtad spoke about the drainage in the Eighth Addition.  He suggested the City obtain 
the necessary easements between the lots so that the City can control the drainage.  They continued 
talking about the options associated with filling in the ditch on the East side of Lots #1, #2, and #3.  
Henderson motioned to hire I&S Group to work on the drainage in the Eighth Addition and getting 
easements throughout, seconded by Elston, with all members voting aye.  Doxtad continued to present 
the Engineer’s report.  The area around Industrial Road will be reseeded, with a deadline of Sept. 30.  He 
also discussed the number of sump pumps that are connected to the sanitary sewer.  This really 
increases the flow to the sewer plant, increasing costs that are not being accounted for.   
 
Sheriff Elston gave the Sheriff’s report.  He received lots of positive feedback regarding National Night 
Out.  The Sheriff Dept has increased their presence during before and after school.  They are looking 
forward to being fully staffed within the next month.  The Sheriff also said they are going to work 
together with the Code Enforcer on some issues, especially since the Code Enforcer is part time.  The 
Library Director said they are working on 1 program/month.  They hired a new employee to work on 
kid’s programming, along with Mrs. Turnquist.  The library expansion is just about complete.  The City 
agreed to participate in the scavenger hunt.  While no one was present, the Park Board provided a 
written report.  Council Member Hach spoke on behalf of the Industrial Board.  An inventory of all 
residential lots was put together by the Code Enforcer.  Hach would like to continue to see the Industrial 
Board and the City work together on projects.  Hach had to leave the meeting at 7:05 PM.   
 
Street Superintendent Pedersen provided a written report and asked for any questions.  He also 
mentioned that the parts for the blower should be put together soon.  The City has signed a “no charge” 
rental agreement for an additional blower.  We are expecting that blower to be onsite soon.  The Fire 
Dept. provided a written report.  They did note that this is the first time in the past 5 years that the 
department is fully staffed.  The Code Enforcer provided a written report.  Council Member Elston 
agreed that the owner of the “old church” needs a deadline to get it cleaned out.  A tentative deadline 
of Sept. 30 has been set. The Mayor simply stated that he feels Alta continues to move in the correct 
direction and that he is thankful for all the good people that volunteer their time on Boards and 



committees.  Horizons will meet again on Oct. 1.  They continue to work with the school regarding the 
community garden.  National Night Out had their final meeting of 2015 and estimated the plate count to 
be at 725 for the 2015 event.  They also pointed out that the generous donations covered the expenses 
this year.  The pool committee has decided to redistribute the pool survey with the fall newsletter, due 
to poor participation.   
 
Elston motioned to approve Pat McCormick to remove the tree North of his driveway, at the 
homeowner’s expense, seconded by Henderson, with all members voting aye.  A request for 
reimbursement for a damaged gutter by a City tree during a wind storm was denied.  A request for 
reduced rent of the Shelter House was submitted by the BV Cat and Dog Rescue League and Kountry 
Kennels.  Elston motioned to keep the cost at 100% the initial day, and reduced to 50% on any additional 
day, similar to how it is done at the Community Building, seconded by Meyer, with all members voting 
aye.  Meyer motioned to approved Resolution #1510 – Street Finance Report, seconded by Henderson, 
with all members voting aye.   
 
Per the Park Board’s request, the Council discussed removing the horse shoe pit area in the NW area of 
the City park.  Street Superintendent Pedersen said at least 1 light pole, 4 concrete walkways, and the 
wood backdrops would need to be removed.  The Council decided the Park Board is an elected position, 
representing the citizens of Alta.  The Council will support whatever decision they make regarding the 
horse shoe pit area.  It was suggested that someone from the Park Board speak with Kevin Cone, since 
he has actively used the horse shoe pit area in the past.   
 
No action will be taken during City Week this year.  The Council agreed to move forward with the Storm 
Water Utility.  They will look over the sample that was provided and will talk about numbers at the next 
meeting.   
 
The following claims were presented for approval: 

GENERAL FUND: 
 

AMOUNT 

Alliant Energy utilities 808.18 

Alta Implement supplies 666.57 

AMU telephone/reimb./postage 1765.51 

AMU utilities 1661.98 

Bomgaars supplies 171.84 

Buena Vista Cty Sheriff contract 25399.30 

B.V. Power Equip supplies 193.59 

Central Iowa Dist. supplies 294.50 

Chestermans beverages 90.00 

Colonial Research chlorine 1018.44 

Dearborn life ins. 23.50 

Electronic Engineering service 152.00 

Fareway NNO food 660.30 

Feld Fire supplies 798.75 

Fergusen Enterprises supplies 7.52 

First Coop fuel 1380.48 

Graham Tire repair 1883.44 

Halogen Supply supplies 61.10 

Hirschman Auto repair 198.00 

IOS Office Elements contract 96.26 

Iowa League of Cities Fall conference 440.00 

Kuhrts Sharpening service 16.00 

Lake Animal Hospital strays 280.00 



Mangold testing 120.00 

Meyer/Amy service 32.69 

Miller/Robin refund 6.00 

Municipal Supply supplies 90.00 

Murray and Murray legal 150.00 

NeoTek service 84.95 

North Lake Truck Repair service 700.79 

Nyren/Teagan reimbursement 75.00 

Olsen welding service 46.10 

Peterson Jewelry gift 160.50 

Pitney Bowes contract 91.78 

Spartan Motors supplies 229.73 

Storm Lake Pilot Trib. publications 303.60 

Wellmark insurance 810.74 

  
40,969.14 

ROAD USE TAX FUND: 
  AMU telephone 82.68 

AMU utilities 1,696.19 

Arnold Motor Supply battery 128.67 

Barco supplies 93.85 

Bomgaars supplies 49.35 

Carroll Cons. Supply supplies 420.00 

Dearborn life ins. 68.00 

Duque/Ronald street work 210.00 

First Coop fuel/fertilizer 1,956.08 

Hirschman Auto repair 20.00 

I&S Group engineering 1,310.10 

Iowa Prison Industries supplies 194.04 

Kolbeck service 3,025.00 

Konradi/Tom reimbursement 61.17 

Kueny Chiropractic service 100.00 

Mann Const. service 600.00 

Strand/Dave service 75.00 

Unity Pointe Clinic service 37.00 

Wellmark insurance 2,940.40 

  
13,067.53 

SEWER RENT FUND: 
  Alliant Energy utilities 17.43 

AMU telephone 75.89 

AMU utilities 2,507.77 

Aurelia Lumber supplies 291.33 

Bomgaars supplies 873.32 

Crescent Electric supplies 34.58 

Fareway supplies 50.88 

GPM supplies 309.00 

Hach supplies 221.05 

Iowa DNR FY16 permit fee 210.00 

Lundell Const. service 240.00 

Mangold testing 1,686.00 



Mann Construction service 1,242.46 

Schoon Const. service 1,015.00 

Sioux Valley Env. supplies 1,176.00 

USDA payment 12,686.00 

  
22,636.71 

COMMUNITY BLDG 
FUND: 

  Alliant Energy utilities 86.20 

AMU telephone 72.95 

AMU utilities 1657.71 

Bell/Ellen cleaning 108.00 

Chestermans beverages 168.75 

Crescent Electric supplies 88.14 

Doll Dist. beverages 1555.44 

Gary's Beam Service repair 99.98 

Heaven's Best service 120.00 

Hinners/Ben bartending 235.76 

HyVee liquor/supplies 799.58 

Janitor's Closet supplies 158.45 

Johnson Bros. beverages 283.50 

Johnson/JoAnn cleaning 114.00 

Ledesma/Kylea refund 250.00 

Madsen/Karla refund 250.00 

Mandernach/Jordan refund 250.00 

Meyers/Terry refund 25.00 

Peterson/Corey cleaning 48.00 

Post/Meghan refund 87.13 

Strand/Dan bartending 161.44 

Underwood/Brian bartending 217.82 

Willeford/Bill cleaning 894.00 

  
7,731.85 

SOLID WASTE FUND: 
  Brown Supply supplies 111.96 

First Coop fuel 350.99 

Iowa Prison Industries supp 176.00 

Rowley Recycle Center usage 2810.99 

  
3,449.94 

CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT: 

  American Concrete street repair 504.63 

AMU reim. 5,509.18 

I&S Group engineering 1,000.00 

Lundell Const. service 421.00 

Mann Const. service 3,292.73 

  
10,727.54 

   

  
98,582.71 

 



Henderson motioned to approve the August bills, seconded by Meyer, with all members voting Aye.   
 
In the open forum, Jerry Buckendahl spoke on behalf of Jeff O’Bannon and said thank you for all the 
work that was done on the detention pond up north.  It is draining very well after being reshaped.  
Marie Mickelson requested that the City apply for a CDBG grant for the N.E. Alta area.  Brad Pedersen 
spoke about the pre-construction meeting regarding the crossing arms on Main St.  Due to the crossing 
arms, the flow of traffic out of First Coop will change.  This could become a huge problem during 
harvest.  The Mayor and Brad will talk to the elevators about the street traffic.  The City will also 
encourage people to use the Lake St. and West Highway entrances during harvest, to minimize traffic 
near the elevators.   
 
There being no further business, Henderson motioned to adjourn at 8:15, seconded by Meyer, with all 
members voting Aye.     
 
         _____Megan Peterson___ 
          City Clerk 


